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Leading Forward

Going Undercover -
With Permission
Undercover Boss
is a current
television program
in which a CEO of
a major
corporation goes
undercover
working in various jobs within his
own company to discover how the
company is really functioning and
how employees are performing.
During the past several weeks |
have attended the staff meetings of
several churches in our
association, not to try out their jobs,
but rather to see how they function
during their typical staff meetings. |
have not been undercover and in
disguise. Instead, | contacted the
pastors to receive permission to
attend. A specific date was set, and

(Continued on page 3)

REMINDERS:

Maya 3 - 11:45

May 26 - 9:00 AM

May 30

TXARM Raceway Ministries

The weekend of April 8 — 9 kicked off the 15th
year of racing at Texas Motor Speedway
(TMS) and of evangelistic outreach at that
venue on the part of Texas Alliance Raceway
Ministries (TxARM). Throughout the
weekend, TXARM'’s ministry activities were
carried out by 85 volunteers who came from
churches in Denton County and other parts of
North Texas, as well as by servants who

Visiting with race fans

The Greater Denton
County area continues to

grow and diversify. Today,

DBA is composed of 58
Anglo churches, 9 African
American, 7 Hispanic, 2
churches each of Korean,
Chinese, Cowboy and
multi-cultural, 1 Nigerian
and 1 Chin church.

The increased diversity is
a reflection of the
continuing work of the

traveled from churches in Arkansas,
Oklahoma, and Mississippi to be part of the
outreach action. As race weekend
unfolded, the message of God'’s hope in
Jesus Christ was presented to people in
conversation, through preaching and music,
and in print to thousands of fans who set
foot on the 1200 acres upon which TMS is
situated. And, while the fans came to
experience the thrill of NASCAR
Nationwide and Sprint Cup Series
racing, they also had the
opportunity to enjoy the ministry
activity provided by TXxARM.

Ministry activities for the Spring
NASCAR weekend at TMS
included:

(Continued on page 2)

Associational Emphasis Week: May 15-22

association in the role of assisting churches
in their church planting efforts. Over 50%o0f
the churches in our association today have
been started since 1974.

The association helps strengthen the
ministry of the church, brings churches
together for common ministry and mission
activity, and provides resources for ministry
opportunities. With a county population
exceeding 600,000, the task of reaching
this population that have no relationship to
Christ remains a great challenge for all the
churches of Denton Baptist Association.



Connection

(Continued from page 1)

hospitality and conversations at the
ministry sites in the Family and Lone
Star Campgrounds where hundreds of
cups of coffee and lemonade were
served

providing hundreds of rides on golf carts
for people with limitations and
disabilities

serving breakfast to the fire and rescue
crew.

Distributing over 15,000 pieces of
literature with the gospel message to
race fans.

Sharing Christ with horseshoe participants

staffing the information booths under the
grandstands of the speedway
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providing worship services were on
Wednesday evening and Saturday and
Sunday mornings of race week, with a
total of 150 in attendance

sharing Christ in the midst of a horse
shoe tournament with 16 participants

Providing a pinewood race that
included 50 competitors with their
family members watching, and a
children’s carnival

an autograph session with NASCAR
drivers Michael McDowell, Blake Koch
and Daytona 500 winner Trevor Bayne
who shared their testimonies with fans
at the TXxARM tent

TXARM chaplains providing
invocations for the two big NASCAR

Vendor chapel at TMS
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races on Friday and Saturday
evenings

One-on-one ministry to the fans in
which TxARM workers had numerous
opportunities to visit, pray and share
Christ with hundreds of fans as they
moved through the camp grounds

Drivers sharing testimonies

Only God knows all the fruit that will come
from the evangelistic seed-sowing that took
place at Texas Motor Speedway in early
April. We now pray that God will bring forth
a harvest from the planting of those seeds
as we move past race weekend. The Izod
IndyCar Series comes to Texas Motor
Speedway, along with the NASCAR
Camping World Truck Series in June, and
all three major NASCAR series will be
racing at Texas Motor Speedway in
November.

If any church or individual would like to
participate in the outreach effort, contact
Roger Marsh at 940-367-4940 or
roger@txarm.org. More volunteers are

always needed and appreciated.



Connection

Valley Ranch Baptist Church
Coppell, TX

(Continued from page 1)

I was introduced at the meetings.
Basically, | was a fly on the wall trying to
discover some common elements that
occur when a church staff functions well
together.

Here are some of my observations that
were consistent with each staff:

Organizationally — Intentional

The meetings were scheduled on a
regular routine on a certain day of the
week, a specific number of times per
month, and each one had a starting
time and finishing time.

Relationally — Inclusive

Each person attending had both the
freedom and encouragement to be an
active participant. Every staff member
had the opportunity to add input and
value to the meeting. They related to
each other as equals.

Culturally — Relaxed

It was obvious that the staff members
knew each other well. They gave and
accepted humor from one another.
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DBA churches can register for $99 through
June 28. Scholarships available for those
who qualify. Contact Rochelle for details at
940-498-5200.

There was genuine open
communication, laughter, and empathy
with the staff. Two of the staff meetings
had new staff members present for
their first meeting with the group. In
both cases, the new person was made
to feel a part of the group both in the
humor and in receiving new thoughts
and ideas from the person.

Clarity — Precise

Each meeting had a specific purpose
that was clearly defined either in print
or orally. When decisions or
assignments were made, these were
repeated and clarified to make sure
that everyone knew what was
expected of them.

Spiritually — Genuine

No one replayed a sermon or
extended the time with a
lengthy devotional thought.
But they did pray for each
other, for the mission and
vision of the church, and for
specific events or individuals.
These were not routine
prayers to begin or end the
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Daniel Patrick has resigned as pastor of
FBC Lake Dallas to become pastor at a
church in Leander, TX.

Dillon Price has been called as youth
director at Towne North, Denton .

Mike Bishop has been called as pastor at
Lakeway, The Colony . He was previously
the associate pastor.

* If you have staff changes to be posted please
email them to rochelle@dentonbaptist.org

meeting, but were prayers of depth
and urgency.

Cooperation — Team

While each staff member has a
specific job assignment. The various
members work with each other and
communicate with each other to
accomplish the purpose of the church.

With these observations in mind, consider
how different your staff meetings would be
if some of these elements became the
norm for staff interactions. Over the next
several months, | will use this space to
suggest some specific steps in
implementing each of these positive
elements related to meetings and
relationships.
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Executive Board Meeting
Tuesday, May 3
11:45 AM
First Baptist Church Lewisville

The Fifth Great Awakening and the
Future of America

Surveys indicate 82,000 people come to

Christ every day, the largest number in

history. But only 6,000 are in Western

Europe and North America, combined.

When people make Christ their King, they

join this spiritual movement. When they
make him their hobby, they miss the power and joy of Jesus. The
great need today is for “Kingdom Christians”, people who serve
Jesus as their King everyday.

Dr. Jim Denison is the Founder and President of the Center for
Informed Faith. He is the former pastor of Park Cities Baptist
Church, in Dallas, author of five books and the daily devotional
God Issues which has 18,000 subscribers. Dr. Denison will speak
at Executive Board on May 3 on this very relevant subject.

THURSDAY
MAY 5th, 2011

Prayer at the Square
12:00 - 1:00 PM

Denton County Square
110 W. Hickory St.
Denton, TX

“I will say of the Lord
He is my refuge and my
fortress, my God in
whom | trust.”

-Psalm 92:2

Full color guard by Vietnam Vets of America, inspiring music, free
gift bags and Bibles, and a special guest from the Cherokee Nation.
(Seating available. Sign interpretation for hearing impaired
provided.)



